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Van Kerckhove, the first foreign investor to come to China

Gilbert Van Kerckhove, Belgian, the first foreign business person to come to China, the rotating
chairman of the UWEE Foreign Expert Committee, and the senior economic consultant of the
Beijing Olympics.

He obtained a master's degree in electronic information engineering in 1973. He is fluent in 7
languages: English, French, Dutch, German, Portuguese, Spanish, and Chinese.

In 1980, Van Kerckhove came to China to serve Fortune 500 companies. He helped China
introduce the first foreign government soft loan, and also served as Beijing's chief Olympic
consultant expert, mainly assisting in determining the construction projects and economic
planning of large Olympic venues, and won many awards such as the "Friendship Award"
issued by the Chinese government. .
The awards include:

Winner of the Chinese Government Friendship Award

Winner of Beijing Friendship Award

Winner of Shanghai Magnolia Memorial Award

For many years, Van Kerckhove paid close attention to and studied the economic fields of
China and the world. With more than 30 years of experience in China, Van Van Kerckhove
regards Beijing as his second hometown.

Recently, the Seven Questions video interviewed Mr. Van Van Kerckhove. He has a lot of ideas
about the changes in China’s reform and opening up over the past 40 years, the "cultural shock"
that Chinese and foreign companies have encountered in business cooperation, and how to
facilitate constructive and effective communication between the two parties, he has a deep
understanding.

Featured Q&A

Question 1: In your opinion, what are the advantages of the “dual cycle” development model
proposed by China this year for responding to the current international situation? How do you
evaluate the impact of the epidemic on China's economy in 2020? Do you think China's
economy can continue to develop in the next two years? Can the global economy recover?

Question 2: China has proposed a new One Belt One Road strategy. Can you talk specifically
about the ideas and suggestions for international cooperation under this strategic framework? If
you look at China's role in the future development of the world, can Chinese companies break
through foreign restrictions and become world-class companies?



Videos
Total of 3 on the link, being:
Videos Van Kerckhove - in the eyes of a foreign friend:

1A | Ya e — AN FME AR F11) 2020.mp4 (162.5 MB) (13:14 min)

Interview: Looking at my picture gallery; looking at my old photo albums; the changes in China
over 40 years; my occupations in Beijing; how | survived the epidemic and restrictions this year;
impact of COVID-19 on the economy in China and the world; outlook for later,; “dual cycle”
development model proposed by China; our foreign expert team (SAFEA - UWEE); Belt
and Road Initiative and review of the international strategy; Chinese companies
entering foreign markets, the need to improve China's image abroad.

2.0 | S R —ANMME R AR A 2020-1.mp4 (40.7 MB) (3:19 min)

Impact of COVID19 on China and the world, and the economy; China's export markets;
international trade frictions; foreign experts ready to assist Chinese development (repeat of first
video, in part)

3. | JEve R — MANER IR H (1) 2020-2.mp4 (38.4 MB) (3:07 min)
Belt and Road Inititiave and the review of the international strategy; Chinese companies
entering foreign markets (repeat of first video, in part)



